Mayors and community leaders call on federal government to make new
investments in Metro Vancouver transit
February 4, 2020 (Vancouver, B.C.) – The Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation was joined today
by community leaders and representatives of business, health, transportation and environment groups
in calling on the federal government to commit to the next phase of Metro Vancouver’s transit
expansion plan.
The appeal comes as a delegation of mayors heads to Ottawa for meetings with cabinet ministers, party
leaders and MPs on February 5th. The mayors will share data on the record-breaking growth in transit
ridership in Metro Vancouver, forecasts for increasing demand, and specific requests for funding and
policy development the government should consider for the upcoming 2020/2021 federal budget and
subsequent budgets.
“Transit expansion has been a huge success story in Metro Vancouver, and it is clear that our
communities want governments to continue investing in order to improve service,” said Mayor Jonathan
Cote, Chair of the Mayors’ Council. “Our region is united in supporting the 10-Year Vision transit
expansion plan because we all know what is at stake. If we want to grow our economy, tackle climate
change, connect our regional business hubs and post-secondary institutions, and ensure better access to
affordable housing, we need to expand our transit system.”
In a formal submission to the Government of Canada ahead of the 2020/2021 federal budget, the
Mayors’ Council outlines three areas requiring federal investment, which will help TransLink add more
service in response to record-breaking ridership growth and reduce GHG emissions:
•

A Permanent Transit Fund – introduced in legislation in 2021 with funding starting in 2027 when
current programs expire – providing approximately $375 million annually to TransLink to
support future regional transit expansion.

•

Immediate transition funding to bridge the gap in advance of a Permanent Transit Fund. $685
million is required by mid-2021 as the federal share of Phase Three Plan of the 10-Year Vision,
which includes extending SkyTrain from Fleetwood to Langley, a proposed gondola connecting
rapid transit to the SFU campus on Burnaby Mountain, adding service on existing rapid transit
lines, and adding more bus and rapid-bus service region-wide.

•

Funding of $225 million to accelerate conversion of TransLink’s bus fleet to emissions-free
battery electric technology starting in 2021.

“The Mayors’ Council appreciates the government’s commitment to long-term approaches to funding
and emissions reduction, but the fact is we can’t wait seven years to move forward with the next phase
of transit expansion in Metro Vancouver, otherwise we will face severe overcrowding on our system and
worsening congestion on our roads,” said Mayor Jack Froese, vice-chair of the Mayors’ Council.
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Recent data shows ridership on Metro Vancouver’s transit system is growing more quickly than
anticipated. With an estimated 20% increase between 2016 and 2019, TransLink ridership is far
outpacing other transit systems in Canada and across North America.
Metro Vancouver is also unique among Canada’s major metropolitan regions in having allocated all but a
fraction of the infrastructure funding already provided by the federal government, with the next phase
of projects already identified and a supportive provincial government committed to providing a 40%
share of capital costs.
“With more people across our region choosing to take transit, and with seniors, young people, workers
and families relying on our system, we can’t afford to delay completion of the 10-Year Vision,” said
Vancouver Mayor Kennedy Stewart. “Renewing our partnership with the federal and provincial
governments will also help us move more quickly on the next wave of critical projects including SkyTrain
service improvements and extensions, more bus and rapid bus and the Burnaby Mountain gondola.”
The group of organizations supporting the Mayors’ Council in calling on federal and provincial
governments to continue investing in regional transit includes: Better Transit and Transportation
Coalition, University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University, BC Chamber of Commerce, Greater
Vancouver Board of Trade, North Van Chamber, Urban Development Institute, David Suzuki Foundation,
Immigration Services Society of BC, BC Healthy Living Alliance, United Way of the Lower Mainland and
Fraser Valley, Alliance of British Columbia Students, BC Federation of Students, UBC Alma Mater Society,
Simon Fraser Students’ Society, Emily Carr Students’ Union, Students’ Union of VCC, Douglas Students’
Union, and HUB Cycling.
Quotes from community leaders:
“Our region is growing and we need continued investment just to keep pace. Improved transit
throughout Greater Vancouver holds the key to an improved quality of life by reducing congestion and
GHGs, facilitating more efficient goods movement, and unlocking more homes and housing choices for
workers.”
Bridgitte Anderson, President and CEO – Greater Vancouver Board of Trade
“Public transit is a critical component in ensuring students have equitable access to their post-secondary
education. We strongly support all levels of government investing in our public transit sector. By
supporting transit, we support all students being given access to safe and reliable ways to get to their
post-secondary institutions, thereby increasing equitable access to post-secondary education overall.”
Gurvir Gill, Chairperson – Alliance of British Columbia Students
“As BC’s third largest employment centre and a significant academic, research, innovation and healthcare hub for Metro Vancouver, every day we see 80,000 transit trips to and from UBC on more than
1000 buses. We need transit to connect UBC to communities across the region. Without investment for
projects like SkyTrain to UBC, the region’s economic, academic and residential centres will continue to
be disconnected and congestion will get worse.”
Santa J. Ono, President and Vice-Chancellor – University of British Columbia
“With campuses in Burnaby, Surrey and Vancouver, having a dependable and efficient transportation
system that works for everyone is vital for Simon Fraser University and the communities we serve.
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Further federal investments in transportation infrastructure, as contemplated by the Mayors’ 10-Year
Vision, is needed to ensure that we continue to develop the transportation system this growing region
so badly needs.”
Andrew Petter, President – Simon Fraser University
“Transportation is one of the largest sources of carbon emissions in the country, so to have an effective
national climate change plan, we need to modernize and upgrade our transportation networks in
Canada’s big cities.”
Theresa Beer, Communications & Policy Specialist, Climate Solutions – David Suzuki Foundation
About the Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation
The Mayors’ Council is composed of representatives from each of the 21 municipalities within the
transportation service region in Metro Vancouver, as well as Electoral Area ‘A’ and the Tsawwassen First
Nation, and collectively represent the viewpoints and interests of the citizens of the region. The Mayors’
Council is responsible for appointing the majority of members on the TransLink Board of Directors. It
approves transportation plans prepared by TransLink, which deal with transportation service levels,
major capital projects, regional funding and borrowing limits.
Media Contacts:
media@mayorscouncil.ca // 1 844 366 2890
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